
 
April 8, 2020 
 
Dear Sacred Heart School Families, 
 
I hope this letter finds you healthy and safe during this interesting time in our history.  A friend of mine 
reminded me that the last time our country was in this spot students were attending school in one-room 
schoolhouses during the Spanish Influenza pandemic a hundred years ago.  I think about all the 
“advancements” that have happened over the past 100 years.  It’s simply amazing, but the really important 
things haven’t changed.  If we know our family is safe and healthy, everything else kind of fades into the 
background.  I’ve heard from many that the extra family time and slower pace has been welcome, even if 
there is some stress and uncertainty in our lives right now. 
 
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, things are constantly changing.  Lots of messages from the 
school and individual teachers have been sent your way.  We will be working on ways to cut down on the 
number of messages.  However, in this situation we believe over-communication is preferred to under-
communication, as was strongly indicated on our recent Digital Learning Survey.  Thank you for 
understanding as we continue through this crazy time. 
 
Our goal as educators during this time of school closure is to provide your family support and resources 
that will be helpful to your child to continue growing academically.  Your child’s teacher will be 
communicating with you about more enhanced new learning and instruction (scheduled to begin on 
Monday, April 13) and ideas for daily schedules and routines to help keep you child engaged in the learning 
process.  Please know that flexibility is a part of our plan to support families, as we know that each family is 
in a unique situation.  Reach out to your child’s teacher if you have concerns or need additional support for 
learning. 
 
In order for your child to have textbooks and other supplies at home to work with for now, we will host a 
drive through pick up of materials on Monday, April 13th from 11 am-1 pm and 4 pm-6 pm.  Please 
enter the parking lot through the north gate and drive down the alley to the south gym doors, where a staff 
member will get your family’s things and bring them to your vehicle.  Please let your child’s teacher know if 
you cannot come during that time, so we can arrange an alternative way to get materials to you. 
 
As we continue through Holy Week and into the Easter Season, we wish for all of you a blessed and 
peaceful weekend.  Even though we will not be together for these most holy time this year, you are 
invited to “attend virtual services” for the Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, & Easter) and join in 
the worldwide prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus being led by Pope Francis on Friday.  You can go to 
the Sacred Heart Church website for more information about live-streamed Masses: 
https://boonecountycatholics.org/.  I also just saw that Governor Reynolds has proclaimed tomorrow, 
Thursday, April 9th as a day of prayer at this time of pandemic in Iowa.  Even with all our social 
distancing restrictions, we have lots of opportunities to pray and celebrate the Easter Season. 
 
In order to keep holy the Triduum, there will be no communication from the school or teachers 
beginning Thursday evening at 5 pm through Easter Sunday. 
 
Blessings of health, safety and peace, 
Mrs. Eldridge 
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*Reminder: The Boone Community School District has received approval from the USDA to serve our 
Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) during the time of school closure. Meals will be provided to all 
children 18 years of age or younger on a drive through, grab-n-go basis. A hot lunch and breakfast will 
be provided in this way during school closures related to the COVID-19 outbreak. Beginning Monday, 
March 23rd through April 30, 2020, ALL children 18 years of age and younger can receive a hot lunch 
and a breakfast from the locations and times listed below. No identification or proof of school 
enrollment is required. Due to newly-released USDA guidance, caregivers may pick up meals for 
children without children being present at BCSD Grab & Go meal sites, effective Monday. USDA 
recognizes that in this public health emergency, continuing to require children to come to the meal site 
to pick up meals may not be practical and in keeping with the goal of providing meals while also taking 
appropriate safety measures. Note that when meals are picked-up, families will not need to enter the 
school building. Families will be able to drive through to pick-up meals. Please stay in your vehicles. 
Pick-up locations are:  

● Boone High School west entrance in the “U” shaped drive on Monona Street and 7th Street from 
11:00-11:30 a.m.  
● Franklin Elementary by the parent drop-off area at the Activities/Cafeteria entrance from 
12:00-12:30 p.m.  
● Open Bible Church parking lot at 1224 Hancock Drive from 12:00-12:30 p.m.  

 
 
Finally, please pray for an end to this COVID-19 crisis and join others in this prayer: 
 
Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas,  
We fly to you today as your beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the 
wedding in Cana. Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation and world, and for all our families and 
loved ones, the protection of your holy angels, that we may be spared the worst of this illness. For those 
already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are 
vulnerable and fearful, wipe away their tears and help them to trust. In this time of trial and testing, teach all 
of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our 
land and to our hearts. We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our compassionate 
mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy. Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, keep us in the 
embrace of your arms, help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 
 
 


